
THE ASSEMBLY OF SHIMER COLLEGE
ACTS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 28, 2010

I Resolved:
Whereas the Board of Trustees adopted a statement called a “mission statement,” written by
President Thomas Lindsay, on February 20, 2010;

Whereas this statement is without the express support of the faculty, the students, the
administrative staff, or the vast majority of alumni who have addressed it, and is upheld only by
18 out of 34 Trustees;

Whereas the Assembly by overwhelming majority and the Faculty unanimously have
voted to retain the current mission statement at least for the time being;

Whereas the statement approved by the Board is not consistent with the criterion of the
College’s academic accreditor, the Higher Learning Commission, that “Understanding of and
support of the mission pervade the organization” (Accreditation Criterion 1c);

Whereas the statement, unlike all other mission statement proposals, was never
submitted to the Self-Study Group, or brought to the Assembly, but was sent exclusively to
Trustees, and only five days before they were to vote on it, in evident disregard of more than 30
years of Shimer traditions and procedures;

Whereas the statement was approved by the Board after a major donor said, one day
before the Board plenary, that funding would cease if a new mission statement were not adopted;

Whereas shortly before the Board plenary President Lindsay urged the Trustees on the
Executive Committee to resign if they would not vote for his statement, and told another Trustee
that he would “have to go” or words to that effect if he did not vote for his statement; and,
Whereas the statement was voted on by the Board without the customary notification of a vote in
the meeting agenda, after only 75 minutes of consideration, and without observance of equal
time for those opposed;

Therefore,
The Assembly of Shimer College does not recognize the legitimacy or authority of this

so-called “mission statement.”

(Adopted by a vote of 69 for, 1 against, and 2 abstentions)
II The Assembly will endeavor to provide a mission statement enjoying broad support
from the community, including the board, staff, faculty, students and alumni of Shimer College
by March 21, 2010.

(Motion passed by 59 for, 1 against, and 2 abstentions)

III Tabled:
The Assembly declares that it has no confidence in the ability of President Thomas

Lindsay to lead Shimer College.

(Tabled by a vote of 44 for and 16 against.)




