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Three years after the #BlackLivesMatter movement began, we continue to be appalled by recurring
incidents where police murders ef-Black citizens ecew+with impunity. In a recent talk at the 2016
American Library Association conference, our colleague Jarrett Drake called on archivists to engage the
issues surrounding the #BlackLivesMatter movement and to do better to promote
#ArchivesForBlackLives. As a community of Philadelphia-area archivists, we come together to discuss
these critical concerns and identify areas for action.

Archivists appraise, collect, preserve, organize, and provide access to archives in adherence to
international standards and a professional code of ethics.

Because we have the privilege of choosing what goes into the historic record, we also bear the
responsibility to safeguard accurate representations of contemporaneous events. Archives exist to hold
power to account; to speak truth to power. Because records serve as evidence for factual claims, it is
archivists’ responsibility, as stewards of records, to stand against their exploitation or abuse.

As archivists and as human beings, we are committed to anti-oppression values:

We condemn racist violence against Black people and other people of [coloﬁ.
We \root out discourses which use revisionist historﬁ to justify racism and racist Molence[.
We advocate for [intersectional justice].

We hold ourselves accountable as a predominantly white profession,
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We acknowledge our role in white supremacy/and work to overturn ft,
We commit to educating [ourselves\. \
We support and reaffirm the strength of Philadelphia-area archivists and support our Black
colleagues beyond the region.

As archivists and as human beings, we acknowledge our responsibility to defend these values:

° Me support policy recommendations that promote entering police dashboard camera and body
camera footage into the public record, with appropriate consideration given to documentation,

retention, access, and citizens’ privacy rights. We condemn legislation counter to these aims,
such as House Bill 97, a North Carolina law that was recently signed in by the Governor that
makes police dashboard camera and body camera footage exempt from the public record. We
condemn the selective release of correctional records to smear victims of police violence.

® As archivists, we position ourselves in solidarity and allyship with individuals facing oppression.
We support community-based documentation and archiving work. Where traditional
repositories collect archives from historically oppressed communities, we approach the work
critically. We use our privilege as archivists to promote records retention, archival selection, and
preservation decisions that affirm the importance of Black lives in the historical record.

e We actively participate in trainings or facilitated dialogues on what a concept like
transformative justice is, why it is important and relevant to what we do, how we can
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https://medium.com/on-archivy/expanding-archivesforblacklives-to-traditional-archival-repositories-b88641e2daf6#.vj3hvehp7
https://medium.com/on-archivy/expanding-archivesforblacklives-to-traditional-archival-repositories-b88641e2daf6#.vj3hvehp7
http://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-core-values-statement-and-code-of-ethics#.V4ZrBhJQ6M8
http://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-core-values-statement-and-code-of-ethics#.V4ZrBhJQ6M8
http://www.joincampaignzero.org/film-the-police
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H97v5.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H97v5.pdf

enact it in solidarity and allyship with our co-workers, colleagues, donors, patrons, and
users.
Suggested reading:

Drake, Jarrett, “Expanding #ArchivesForBlackLives to Traditional Archival Repositories,” Medium, June
27, 2016. https://medium.com/on-archivy/expanding-archivesforblacklives-to-traditional-
archival-repositories-b88641e2daf6#.frluexerh

Pagowsky, Nicole and Niamh Wallace, “Black Lives Matter! Shedding library neutrality rhetoric for social
justice,” College and Research Libraries News ACRL, April 2015.
http://crin.acrl.org/content/76/4/196.full

“Libraries 4 Black Lives,” http://libraries4blacklives.org/

House Bill 97, North Carolina, http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/PDF/H97v5.pdf
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